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A legacy

of pride
Students of color honor professo rs
ust before the candle-lighting
ceremony that has become one
of UB Law School's most moving traditions, law student j enny
Lancaster, her voice filled with
emotion, read an ins pirational Maya
Angelou poem. "And Still I Rise":
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"You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirl
But still, like dust, I'll rise ... "
It was the annual Stude nts of Color
Recognition Dinner, and the latest class
of about-to-be grad uates gathered to
toast their achieveme nts and look to life
beyond law school.
The d inner is a joint project of four
organizations representing minority law
students: the Asian-American, Latin
An1e rican, Black and Native American
law s tude nt associations. Th is year's
event took place at the University Inn
and Conference Center.
Two Law School professors, Makau
Mutua and Charles Carr, were honored
with the jacob B. Hyman Award for their
encouragement and mentoring of students of color. Mutua was honored as
"an ou ts tand ing professor for his enthusiastic willing ness to take on a variety of
roles. He has opened his heart and
home to us. and he rarely separates himself from his doct.rine." Carr similarly
was lauded as "an unsung hero. He regularly commits acts of pure altruism. He
does good things for people because he
cares about them and he cares for our
community."
Doris A. Carboneii-Medina '87. a
former member of the Latin American
Law StudPnts Association. gave the
kc'ynole addrPss. Aftc·r practicing law for
c·ight yc·ars fo llowing graduation. with

Adjunct
Associate

Professor
Charles E.
Carr

Tas//(/ K Moure '98

J.eila A. /lila / Wl rt'cfires {!{/1./iwn Ael'in I. !lsi

·oo

Prisoners Legal Services of New York
and in private practice, CarboneiiMed ina now works for Preventionfocus
Inc., a drug, alcohol and pregnancy prevention agency that provides educatiou
and counseling to women, young people
and families. She runs worksh ops on
youth developme nt and life skills in
schools and the community, working
with teen-age g irls, teen-age mothers
and the ir fa milies.
At the Stude nts of Color Dinne r,
her message was a heartfelt and personal one.
"Your community, your family and
your frie nds will now look up to you ,"
she told the g raduating stude nts, "and
they will look to you, for you have
achieved a privileged status in society
an d you have attained a very prestigious
Litle. You have come vety far. but there
is still so far to go."
Carbonell-Medina noted the
vagaries of the career path, saying: "I
have not pursued a traditional course of
career such as others would have. I
g uess U1at's because I am in the middle
of my own journey and in the midd le of
my own career, and in tTansiLion.
"One th ing about my life is that God
has always been in it. I am not one of
U1ose people who developed wiU1out
faith . That is because my life did not
allow it. I have been broug ht to my
knees, so to s peak. and that is whe re I
remain.
"People are fallible. and they will let
you down. Material things are unre lia ble. J\1oney and powe r and position
come and go. Put your trust in the Lo rd .
" If you find love. do eve ty1hing you
can to keep it. Nurture it. weed it. feed it.
re plant it and he lp it g row so it will
remain consta nt in your life. There arc
so few things in life thai actu ally do
bring you joy and that wi ll help to contribute to the substance of your life and
what is really important."
Carbone ii-Meclina also deal t with
orne practical issues for the new
lawyers. ''Before you e mbark on this
U1ing called a career," she advised the m.
"tty to realize that you are alienating
yo urself. The c ircu mstances will be s ud1
that you wiii Pxist in a sl'paratl' univl'rSl'.
Nobody will bt• abk to relate· to you
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'' Leade rship
does not mean
politics,
althou gh it is a

necessary
past ime if
you want to get
places. ''
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except other lawyers. Co nsider whe n
you're being nasty, incorrigible and
intolerable to live with. Because your
pe rsonality will manifest those cha racteristics- if it doesn't already!
"Leadership does not mean politics,
although it is a necessary pastime ii you
want to get places. J ust I.Jy not to sell
your soul, because you r soul will definitely be up for grabs."
Finally, Carbone ll-Medina drew on
her experience in working with teenagers to g ive this advice:
"As an attorney, please give ti me to
young people and child ren, and be leaders to them. Your commu nity needs you
to volunteer your time. Our fu ture lies
with our children and young people. II
you have a positive effect on a child, you
will he lp seven generations of th at
child's family. Seven gene rations of that
child's family! And that is something to
be re me mbered for."
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The evening concluded with the u·aditional candle lighting cere mony, in
which the third-year stude nts passed on
their "legacy" to stude nts who will continue at UB Law School, secure in the
knowledge that their educational journey is in good company. •

'98 and Balumli !'ill 'IJN

